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For busy, harried or distractible readers who have the
time and energy only to skim the opening paragraph of a
review, I'll say this as quickly and clearly as possible: “The
Death of the Adversary” and “Comedy in a Minor Key”
are masterpieces, and Hans Keilson is a genius.

First published in the Netherlands in 1947, “Comedy
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in a Miner Key” is only now appearing in English, in an
eloquent translation by Damion Searls. “The Death of
the Adversary” (skillfully translated by lvo Jarosy) ap-
peared here in 1962, but has long been out of print. Born
in 1909, their author, the centenarian Keilson, lives with
his wife in a village near Amsterdam where until recently
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